September 10, 2008
Dear Family, 
My name is Briana Bejarano, and I have the privilege of being your child’s English teacher this year.  I am excited about what I know will be a fantastic year of learning and discovery for both the students and myself.  The purpose of this letter is to let you know how your child’s performance will be assessed and what your child needs in order to be successful in this class.  
Subject matter

English can be an exciting subject.  While it may not be everyone’s favorite, becoming a better reader and writer is so crucial in our world; communication is an essential skill to succeed.  We will cover four major topics this year: Narrative, Expository, Response to Literature, and Persuasion.  Your child will be expected to complete one major writing assignment/project for each.  These will be kept in a portfolio for the student to take home at the end of the year.  
Attendance
Attending every class is mandatory.  Missing even one class, although sometimes unavoidable, is most definitely a setback in that your child is missing out on crucial opportunities to learn.  These are irreplaceable opportunities, and so I ask you to please do your part in ensuring that your child makes it to class every day.  Coming to class late can also be a problem.  If your child is tardy to class three or more times, he/she will be given a U in work habits.  Please be on time.  

Required Materials
Being prepared for learning does not simply entail attendance, however.  Your child must have the following items in class every day:

· Pencil and pen
· Lined paper

· A folder or binder dedicated to this class

Two books will be lent to your child for this course: the McDougal Littell textbook, and Night by Elie Wiesel later this year.  Both must be returned in good condition, or you will have to pay for a replacement.  
Grading System

Students’ understanding of the course content will be assessed using several methods: group work, individual in-class assignments, oral reports, written work, projects, quizzes and tests.  Ten percent of their grade will be based on participation in class.  The following point system will be used in determining your child’s final grade:

· 90% of points = A

· 80% of points = B

· 70% of points = C

· 60% of points = D

· 50% of points = Fail

With some effort, every student is capable of receiving an A in this class.  
Homework

Homework assignments will be assigned on a regular basis.  Many of the nights this may mean reading; please encourage your child to keep up with the reading, as there will be comprehension quizzes in class.  Assignments are due on the following day of class unless students are told otherwise.  Please be aware that NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED.  
If students fail to turn in too many assignments, there will be consequences: the student’s academic and work habits grades will suffer, parents/guardians may be contacted, and after-school detention may be given.  

Class Website
Please use our website for updates on what is going on in class.  I will post homework and project due dates, and other fun class news.  Go to our school website, www.burroughsms.org, and click on the ‘Teachers/Staff’ link on the right.  Scroll down to my name and click on it.  Then click on ‘English 8’ to get the homework.  
Rules

The rules in my class are very simple, yet of the utmost importance.  All I ask for is respect: respect for peers, respect for their teacher, respect for the school and respect for themselves.  In class we will talk about what specific behaviors are expected and should be prohibited.  

If you would ever like to talk to me about your child, please do not hesitate to call (323-549-5000) or come see me.  I am available from 11:19 to 12:14 (4th Period) on weekdays during my conference period.  

Thank you so much in advance and I look forward to meeting you,
Briana Bejarano

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Students and Parents/Guardians: Please sign below to acknowledge the reading and accepting of the policies in this letter.  Please return this portion to class tomorrow.  
Student name (printed):_______________________________________________

Student signature: ___________________________________________________

Parent/guardian name (printed):________________________________________
Parent/guardian signature:_____________________________________________
